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crops, while the very large ones are mainly in woodlots, and furnish
a poor quality of grazing for stock. Over 50 per cent of the farms
are free from incumbrance,

Farm labor is scarce and commands high wages ithronghout the
area. The many mills and manufacturing enterprises furnish em-
ployment to thonsands of the laboring class, and few are willing to
leave the excitement and assumed advantages of town life for the
quiet of the country, even at a high wage, Tarm labor consists
almost entirely of native whites of good intelligence, excent on a fow
large truck farms near the cities, where many Italians, Poles, and
other foreigners of recent arrival are employved. Many small farms
are owned and successfully operated by this latter class throughout
the State.

Agrienlturally Rhode Island is a hay-producing State, the acreage
of tame and cultivated grasses exceeding the total acreage of all
other enltivated crops of the area combined. Timothy. redtop, and
clover are the principal varieties grown, and the average yicld of
the first two thronghout the State is about 1 ton per acre, while clover
yields a general average of 1] tons.

Corn comes next in importance to hay as an agrienltural produect,
with a total acreage of over 8,000 and an average vield of 35 bushels
per acre for the area, indieating a high yield on the heavier soils best
suited to its production.

Potatoes rank next to corn in importance, oceupving an area of
nearly 6,000 acres, with the unusually high average yvield of 145
bushels per acre. This crop is largely grown on the Miami stony
loam on the island of Rhode Island. Early varieties are in favor and
command a fair price in the loeal market, making this an especially
remunerative erop.  The importance of the truck and market-garden
erops in this aren may be remdily foreseen, the acreage of miscel-
laneous vegetables amonnting annually to about 5,000 acres. and the
total value of the product reaching nearly half a million dollars.

Oats have steadily decreased in importance during the last half
century, until the present area of this erop iz only about 1,300 acres
and the production less than one-fourth that of fifiy years ago. The
State does not produce enough of this grain for home consumption,
although the elimate is fauvorable and some of the soils are well
adapted. the average yield per acre being as high as 30 bushels,

Apples do well, and there is a great opportunity for an extension
of this industry on large tracts of land which are but poorly suited
to general farming. Few orchards of commercial size were noted,
but each farm has a small orchard, and most of the trees are sadly in
need of pruning and ecultivation. The orchard producis represent a
yearly value of about $150,000, which could be largely and profitably
increased.
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This document is not accessible by screen-reader software. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is committed to making its information
accessible to all of its customers and employees. If you are experiencing
accessibility issues and need assistance, please contact our Helpdesk by phone at
1-800-457-3642 or by e-mail at ServiceDesk-FTC @ftc.usda.gov. For assistance
with publications that include maps, graphs, or similar forms of information, you
may also wish to contact our State or local office. You can locate the correct office
and phone number at http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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